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independence would enable them to maintain it inviolate. As
regards the causes of the greatest misfortune suffered by
British arms since 1842, there can be little doubt that, though
Colley's conduct of the campaign was severely and not un-
reasonably criticised, the inferiority of the British soldier, man
for man, to his opponent, was the factor which contributed
more than any other to the unfortunate issue.
4. The Matabele War of 1896.—The country known as
Matabeleland, lying between the Limpopo and the Zambezi
rivers, had been allotted for exploitation to a British Chartered
Company as early as 1889, and a few years later the power of the
Matabele king, Lobengula, was broken by the Company's
troops in a series of small but hard-fought actions. No British
troops took part in these operations, but early in 1896 a serious
rising throughout the whole land, accompanied by a revolt of
the locally-raised police and a massacre of many of the white
settlers in the outlying districts, necessitated the despatch of
considerable forces to the scene. The administration of the
country was at this time in the hands of Rhodes, under whom
Carrington exercised the chief military command. Columns
were despatched in haste to the relief of Bulawayo, the capital,
and Gwelo, which had been invested; the blockade was
successfully raised and the rebels driven to seek refuge in the
Matoppo Hills, to the south of these towns, where they fortified
themselves and awaited our attack. Carrington was not long
in seeking them out, and in August a force under Plurner
decisively defeated them after a prolonged engagement.
Rhodes seized the psychological moment to initiate negotiations
for peace, at the request of the rebel chiefs, and by the end of
the month the latter had agreed to lay down their arms,
though desultory fighting did not definitely cease till some
three months after.
V. the british army in egypt and the sudan, 1882-1?
i. The Campaign m Egypt, 1882.—From the date of the
opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, British interests in Egypt,
always great, became vital and led her on to assume the virtual
control of the country. From 1879 onwards the state of chaos
into which Egyptian finances had fallen induced Britain and
France to claim and secure a considerable voice in the govern-
ment, which still, however, remained nominally in the hands of
the Khedive. This state of tutelage provoked a_ military rising
under the direction of an Egyptian colonel, Arabi, who in 1882
became the virtual ruler of the country ; and our anxiety for
the safety of the European population and for our financial

